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Experience Salzburg in all its diversity: here are the 12
top sights in the city and the countryside

From the historic centre of the city of Salzburg (UNESCO World Heritage Site) to the highest
peaks in Austria, there is so much to discover. hello salzburg means experiencing Salzburg
exactly as it is: authentic, a delight for the senses, fascinating, rich in stories and brimming with
adventures.

The 12 top sights under the hello salzburg umbrella brand are distinctive places that attract over
3.3 million visitors from all over the world every year, but which are also of great importance to
the people of Salzburg themselves:

the Hohensalzburg Fortress with its impressive history, the prince-archbishop's residence in the
DomQuartier, Hellbrunn Palace with its sparkling fountains, the salt mine and the
Kelten.Erlebnis.Berg in the Salzburg Salt Worlds, the original preserved farmhouses in the open-
air museum, the mediaeval castles of Hohenwerfen, Mauterndorf and Fort Kniepass, the
spectacular natural spaces around the Grossglockner High Alpine Road, Krimml| WaterWorlds,
Kaprun high mountain reservoirs and the Ice Giants World.

The 12 top attractions welcome their guests with a wide range of events, guided tours, regional
cuisine, concerts and workshops. There is a comprehensive programme for families and school
classes so that younger visitors also feel at home.

There is at least one sight in all five "Gauen" of the province of Salzburg. This means that hello
salzburg is much more than just something for tourists: historical figures, history, stories, culture,
architecture, art, music, technology and nature bear witness to the impressive diversity of the
province of Salzburg.

hello salzburg - Salzburg's top attractions

info@hello-salzburg.at | www.hello-salzburg.at | www.facebook.com/hello.salzburg

www.instagram.com/hellosalzburg
September 2025
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Hohensalzburg Fortress

With around 1.4 million visitors a year, Hohensalzburg Fortress is the most visited attraction in Salzburg.
The history of the fortress, which is a symbol of the city, dates back to the 11th century. The castle
complex is one of the largest in Europe.

Particularly worth seeing is the "Hohe Stock" with its princely rooms that are among the most beautiful
Gothic secular rooms in Europe. A visit to the Magic Theatre invites you on a fascinating journey back to
the time of its builder, Leonhard von Keutschach.

A tour of the fortress, for example as part of the interactive panorama tour, is a must-do for every visit.
The highlight and end point of the tour is the ascent to the highest point of the fortress - with a
marvellous view of the city of Salzburg. The exhibition in the historic armoury tells the story of the guns,
armour and hand-held weapons in the fortress. The fortress games offer a playful adventure for families:
at seven stations, children and adults solve tricky tasks and set off together on the hunt for the golden
turnip.

A comprehensive programme of events and a wide range of guided tours make a visit to the fortress an
experience time and time again. The highlights of the year are undoubtedly the mediaeval festival in
September, pumpkin carving at Hallowe'en and the atmospheric Advent market in the run-up to
Christmas.

Open all year round | Fortress railway every 10 minutes | www.festung-hohensalzburg.at

DomQuartier Salzburg - museum and experience centre in the heart of the
UNESCO World Heritage site of Salzburg

The four museums in the DomQuartier house precious exhibits from the rich art collections of the
province, the archdiocese of Salzburg and the arch-abbey of St Peter. The baroque building ensemble is
considered a unique synthesis of architecture, art and music in Europe. It includes the state rooms of the
Residenz, the Salzburg Residenz Gallery, St Peter's Museum and the Cathedral Museum. The cathedral
treasury and the reconstructed prince-archbishop's chamber of art and curiosities are located there.

In the DomQuartier, visitors also experience important historical venues for secular and sacred music,
where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, among others, performed. Under the title "Date with Mozart", concert
afternoons take place twice a week at 4 pm in the state rooms of the Salzburg Residenz.

On the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the Salzburg Peasants' War, the DomQuartier will be
shedding light on the lives of peasants, miners and mercenaries in the 16th century from November 2025
to April 2026. The special exhibition "Heroic and Transfigured - The Peasants' War Reflected in Art and
Dictatorship" is a guest performance by the Salzburg Museum. On 25 May 2026, the special exhibition
"The Art of Living. 800 Years of St Francis of Assisi" opens in the DomQuartier. The occasion is the 800th
anniversary of the death of the order's founder, whose popularity continues to this day.

Open: All year round from Wednesday to Monday, July-August daily, closed 24 December | Audio guide
in 10 languages, for children in German, English and Italian | www.domquartier.at
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Hellbrunn Palace and its water features

Magical caves, capricious fountains and a real unicorn: anyone visiting Hellbrunn Palace and the water
features should be prepared for some surprising encounters.

Over 400 years ago, Prince Archbishop Markus Sittikus had the pleasure palace and the surrounding
parkland built for the entertainment of his guests. His playful spirit has been preserved at Hellbrunn to
this day. With hidden jets, water-operated figures and countless surprises, the unique water features are
an absolute magnet for visitors. They delight around 300,000 guests from all over the world every year.

In the interactive palace exhibition "Schaulust", you can learn a lot about the history of Salzburg in an
entertaining way.

The castle is surrounded by a 60-hectare park. Art historians see this park as a Mannerist synthesis of the
arts: part man-made parkland, part natural biotope; part meadows, ponds, hills, part children's paradise.
The name Hellbrunn means, among other things, "healing fountain" - and anyone who comes here will
realise why.

Temporary art installations regularly take place in Hellbrunn Palace Park under the title "Art in the Park".

Castle & water features: End of March to beginning of November | Audio guide in 15 languages |
Exclusive themed tours on request | www.hellbrunn.at

Salzburg Open Air Museum

With an exhibition area of around 50 hectares and a seven-kilometre network of hiking and walking trails,
the Salzburg Open Air Museum is one of the most popular local recreational excursion destinations just
outside Salzburg.

Over 100 original historical buildings from six centuries from all over the province are waiting to be
discovered, explored and visited in the extensive grounds. These include farms, mills, a home brewery, a
grocery store, a smithy and a cobbler's workshop. All the houses are embedded in a mosaic of colourful
meadows, small ponds and shady woodland areas.

The area harbours a species-rich natural treasure of European importance and is therefore part of the
Natura 2000 protected area "Untersberg-Vorland".

A particular visitor attraction is the historic narrow-gauge railway, which runs for almost two kilometres
through the museum park.

Special exhibitions and numerous events take place throughout the year. With the free "Nachgucker"
audio guide, young and old can go in search of almost forgotten things in the grounds.

Open 19 March - 11 November | Guided toursin D, E | Events programme | Craft demonstrations |
www.freilichtmuseum.com
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Salzburg Salt Worlds & Kelten.Erlebnis.Berg

Over 2,600 years ago, the Celts were already mining valuable salt on the Dirrnberg near Hallein. The salt
trade later brought great prosperity - above all to the Salzburg archbishops, who used the income to
shape the splendid appearance of the city of Salzburg. The Salzburg Salt Worlds is considered to be the
oldest exhibition mine in the world. For more than 400 years, visitors have been guided into the mystical
underground world.

The adventure begins with a trip on the mine railway deep into the Dirrnberg. You descend into the
heart of the mountain via rapid wooden slides and mysterious tunnels. A journey through four eras takes
you from modern mining and salt production in the present day, through the glamorous Baroque period
to the dark Middle Ages and finally to the Celtic miners. The raft trip across the mystical salt lake is one of
the highlights of the tour. For children aged 4 to 12, the Salt Worlds offer special children's tours with
Sally the Mining Duck every Sunday at 2.30 pm.

Outside the mine, there is also the Kelten.Erlebnis.Berg with the original SALINA replica Celtic village to
discover. A brand new feature is an exciting puzzle rally in which children can discover the secret of the
"missing salt amulet". During a visit to the salt factory, a panning master explains how the gourmet salt is
produced directly on site. An adventure playground with a marble run perfectly rounds off the offer for
young explorers.

Open daily all year round | Guided tours in D, E | Audio guide in 17 languages | www.salzwelten.at

Hohenwerfen adventure castle

Hohenwerfen Castle, one of the best-preserved buildings from the late Middle Ages, sits enthroned in the
middle of the Salzach Valley: a mighty fortified castle with typical corner turrets, embrasures and pitch
noses. There is a drop tower with four-metre-thick walls, a dungeon, a torture chamber, battlements and
a 14-metre-high bell tower. A castle guide in historical dress offers exciting insights into "knightly" life at
the castle. The daily bird of prey demonstrations at the historic falconry centre are among the highlights
for visitors. The spectacular flight demonstrations with eagles, vultures and falcons thrill visitors of all
ages several times a day from April to November.

New visitor highlights include the refurbished castle chapel, the interactive stations on the castle's history
in the armoury and a digital multimedia journey back to the time of the Salzburg Peasants' War of
1525/26. The uprising of the peasants and miners brought the prince-archbishopric to the brink of ruin in
the 16th century. The fight against the authorities was particularly successful in the interior mountains.
The rebels were able to take Hohenwerfen and the castle briefly became a symbol of their victory. For the
special exhibition "The Uprising" (start: 2026), accompanying themed tours are available.

A varied programme of events attracts children and adults to the castle every year. The mediaeval hustle
and bustle in the summer months, the big children's festival in October and the Advent market on two
weekends in the run-up to Christmas are particularly popular. Guests can enjoy a hearty feast with
regional specialities at the castle tavern, which also offers a seven-course knight's menu with musical
accompaniment for groups.

Open April - early November| Audio guide in 13 languages, children's audio guide in 6 languages |
Children's puzzle rally | Lift | www.burg-hohenwerfen.at
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World of Ice Giants

The Eisriesenwelt World of Ice Giants, situated over 1,600 metres above sea level high above the Salzach
Valley, is the largest ice cave in the world. It attracts around 170,000 visitors to the Tennengebirge every
year. The cave entrance can be reached from the visitor centre/car park via a cable car and two ascents of
approx. 20 minutes each.

The visit is possible as part of a guided tour. This involves overcoming a good kilometre of path, 1,400
steps and 134 metres of altitude. Huge natural halls, narrow passages and magically illuminated ice
figures provide surprises and unforgettable experiences. The only light sources are the visitors' carbide
lamps and magnesium strips, which illuminate the magnificent ice formations when they burn.
Temperatures in the cave are permanently around zero degrees.

The discovery of the ice cave dates back to 1879, when the Salzburg naturalist Anton von Posselt-Czorich
penetrated around 200 metres into the darkness of this cave.

Open from the beginning of May to the end of October | Guided tours in several languages | Cable car |
www.eisriesenwelt.at

Fort Kniepass

With an exciting exhibition, an adventure trail on the theme of "borders" and the longest and highest
tube slide in the Alps, Fort Kniepass offers unforgettable experiences for young and old. Culture, action
and regional cuisine make Fort Kniepass the ideal excursion destination.

The "Chniepoz", which played a central role in the region as a fortified border post, was first mentioned in
documents in 1350. in 1613, Archbishop Markus Sittikus had the valley widened along the Saalach. During
the Thirty Years' War, Archbishop Paris Lodron further extended the fortress in 1621. The opening in June
2025 marks the start of a new chapter in the history of Fort Kniepass.

Equipped with the "KniePASS" booklet, visitors walk through twelve stations as they ascend the
fortifications. The different types of borders are thematised along the adventure trail. The descent is
rapid again: if you're brave enough, you can slide down the longest dry tube slide in the Alps (150 metres
long and 56 metres high) on a felt beanbag - accompanied by light and sound effects.

In the "Fort Kulinarik" restaurant you can taste the Pinzgau at its best. The food comes from regional
producers and is lovingly prepared by hand. The Fermentation Centre opened in autumn 2025, where the
art of fermentation is cultivated and passed on to interested workshop participants. A playground in the
guest garden and the 80m? indoor playground in the visitor centre also delight the youngest visitors.

Open June to October, December to April (except Wednesdays) | www.fort-kniepass.at
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Grossglockner High Alpine Road

The Grossglockner High Alpine Road leads from the Salzburg town of Fusch an der Grof3glocknerstrasse to
Heiligenblut am Grossglockner on the Carinthian side. It is one of the most fascinating panoramic roads in
the world and is one of the three most visited excursion destinations in Austria. The road, which
celebrated its 90th anniversary in 2025, has been a listed construction since 2015.

On the Grossglockner High Alpine Road you will experience the heart of the Hohe Tauern National Park -
home to 15,000 animal species and 3,500 plant species.

The road leads up to 2,571 metres in 36 hairpin bends and ends at the longest glacier in the Eastern Alps,
the Pasterze. More than thirty three-thousand-metre peaks, thundering waterfalls, marmots and
midsummer snowfields line the route into the heart of one of the largest protected natural areas in the
Alps. The Edelweiss Peak is the highest mountain peak in Austria that can be reached by car. There are
numerous e-charging stations along the 48-kilometre road, which also guarantees emission-free driving
pleasure. Along the way, interesting themed educational trails, free exhibitions, playgrounds, restaurants
and viewpoints invite you to rest and explore. One of the highlights is the Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Hohe with
its modern visitor centre, the GROSSGLOCKNERKINO and changing exhibitions.

The day ticket includes free admission to all exhibitions, themed nature trails and a guided tour of the
Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Hohe panoramic trail with a National Park ranger (from mid-July to the end of
September daily at 10.30 am and 1.30 pm).

Open from the beginning of May to the end of October (depending on weather conditions) |
www.grossglockner.at

Kaprun high mountain reservoirs

The Wasserfallboden and Mooserboden reservoirs (2040 m) are nestled in the breathtaking landscape of
the Hohe Tauern and surrounded by the highest mountains in Austria. The high alpine power plant, which
was commissioned in the 1950s, gave rise to the "Kaprun myth". With more than 120,000 guests a year,
the Kaprun high mountain reservoirs are among the classics of summer tourism in Salzburg. They
combine the fascination of nature and technology in a unique way.

In addition to the spectacular ascent with the largest open inclined lift in Europe, visitors can expect an
unusual look behind the scenes of power generation. The daily guided tours of the dam wall take you
inside the 107-metre-high Mooser dam. The "Electricity Experience" exhibition presents the history of
power station construction and interesting facts about sustainable hydropower.

The impressive mountain world, varied hiking trails, the world's highest via ferrata on a dam wall, a
children's nature trail, the cosy Flrthermoar Alm and regional culinary delights invite you to discover,
linger and enjoy.

Open end of May - mid-Oct. | Ascent with transfer buses and inclined lift | Guided tours in D and E |
www.verbund.com/kaprun
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Krimml WaterWorlds

The largest waterfalls in Europe thunder down into the valley in Krimml, Salzburg. The masses of water
(approx. 450,000 cubic metres per year) plunge 385 metres over three levels. The fine spray mist from
the waterfall reaches particularly deep into the respiratory tract, where it unfolds its cleansing effect.

In the Krimml WaterWorlds, which are located right next to the famous waterfalls, visitors can fully
immerse themselves in the world of water. Reopened in 2025, the Krimml WaterWorlds await visitors of
all ages with new attractions: the newly designed water park with 25 interactive stations, the House of
Water with the interactive show "Faces of Water", the WaterWonderBar and a water cinema. In the
Krimml| WaterWorlds, you can not only enjoy the view of the impressive waterfalls, but also learn lots of
interesting facts about the element of water. The Krimml WaterWorlds are particularly exciting for
families with children. On 6000 square metres you can be enchanted by water in all its facets and of
course get active yourself, splash around and experience the power of water. The water droplet Wassili
guides the young guests through the WaterWorlds in a child-friendly way. All stations are barrier-free.

With 50,000 visitors a year, the Krimml| WaterWorlds and the Krimm| Waterfalls are among the most
popular sights in the province of Salzburg. The combined ticket includes admission to the Krimml
Waterfalls and the Krimml WaterWorlds as well as parking at car parks P4 and P5 (P5 for cars only).

Open 1 May to the end of October | www.krimmler-wasserwelten.at ‘

Mauterndorf Castle

Mediaeval toll station, archiepiscopal summer residence: Mauterndorf Castle looks back on over a
thousand years of history with many facets. It is one of the last three remaining toll stations along the
Roman trade route known as the Via Imperialis.

At Mauterndorf Castle, visitors travel back in time. The visit promises not only knowledge and historical
details, but also up-close experiences: with changing exhibitions, a comprehensive guided tour
programme, a knights' playground and numerous events, festivals and markets. Re-enacted scenes
provide an insight into the colourful goings-on at the mediaeval castle. In the rock cellar you can learn
more about the topic of "attack and defence". In the entrance hall you meet "real" people and their
mediaeval professions. Visitors can "dress up" in the clothes room and a festive table is laid in the Knights'
Hall.

A special highlight is the guided tour through the 44-metre-high and over 700-year-old defence tower -
with exciting insights into castle life during a siege. But the almost one-kilometre-long circular route
through the castle park, which passes a drawbridge, is also very popular. You shouldn't miss out on a stop
at the rustic castle tavern with a tasting of seasonal Lungau specialities. A delicious knights' dinner can be
booked for groups on request.

Open Christmas - Easter Tuesday - Friday and 1 May to 31 October daily | Audio guide in 9 languages |
www.burg-mauterndorf.at
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Press contacts for further information and queries:

Hohensalzburg Fortress | Hohenwerfen Adventure Castle | Mauterndorf Castle | Fort Kniepass
Salzburg Castles & Palaces Management, Zugallistralse 12, 5020 Salzburg Birgit
Meixner, T. +43 (0)662/84 61 81-21, meixner@salzburg-burgen.at

DomQuartier Salzburg
DomQuartier Salzburg GmbH, Mozartplatz 10, 5010 Salzburg (office)
Daniela Aichner, T. +43 (0)662/80 42-21 06, daniela.aichner@domquartier.at

Hellbrunn Palace and water features
Hellbrunn Palace Administration, Flrstenweg 37, 5020 Salzburg
Christian Sernatinger, T. +43 (0)662/82 03 72-49 14, info@hellbrunn.at

Salzburg Open Air Museum
Hasenweg 1, 5084 GrolRgmain
Esther Bucher, MAS ZFH, T. +43 (0)662/850 011-16, salzburger@freilichtmuseum.com

Salzwelten Salzburg & Kelten.Erlebnis.Berg
Salzwelten GmbH, SalzbergstralRe 21, 4830 Hallstatt
Harald Pernkopf, T. +43 (0)6132/200 2489, harald.pernkopf@salzwelten.at

Eisriesenwelt GmbH
Market 21, 5450 Werfen
Dr Friedrich Oedl, T. +43 (0)6468/5248, info@eisriesenwelt.at

GroRglockner High Alpine Road | Krimml WaterWorlds GroRRglockner
HochalpenstraBen AG, RainerstralRe 2, 5020 Salzburg
Patricia Lutz, T. +43 (0)662/87 36 73-116, lutz@grossglockner.at

Kaprun high mountain reservoirs
VERBUND Tourismus GmbH, Europaplatz 2, 1150 Vienna
Christoph Kellner, T. +43 (0)50313/23 200, christoph.kellner@verbund.com




